et al.: Haley enshrined in Pro Football Hall of Fame

LEGENDARY CAREER

Haley enshrined in Pro Football Hall of Fame
Dukes gridiron great is the only player in NFL history to collect five Super Bowl rings
MU Hall ofFamer. Virginia Sports Hall ofFamer.
College Football Hall ofFamer. Now Dukes great
Charles Haley ('87) has taken his rightful place
among the greatest players in the history of the
National Football League.
The only player in NFL history to collect five Super
Bowl rings, Haley was enshrined in the Pro Football
Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio, on Aug. 8, becoming
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the first Madison student-athlete to earn induction in a professional sports hall of fame.
Surrounded by family and friends, Haley recognized his roots
as a JMU student-athlete, including the on-camera acknowledgement of his JMU head coach, Challace McMillin .
"I am truly blessed," Haley said during his enshrinement
speech. "I have played with some of the greatest players in the
history of football, and I've learned a lot. The one thing I learned
from all the guys was unselfish play. Team matters - we
need to go back to that. It's not
about individuals, it's about
team, and that's the only way
we can have success."
A four-year letterwinner
for the Dukes from 1982-85,
Haley was twice named an
Associated Press All-American.
As a senior, Haley was named
the Richmond Touchdown
Club's Defensive Player of the
Year and a First Team AP I-AA
All-American.
JMU's all-time leader in
career tackles with 506, Haley
led the Dukes in tackles twice
in his career, recording 143
in 1983 and 147 in 1984. He
had a career-high 22 stops at
Shippensburg during the 1983
season, currently tied for the
eighth-highest single-game coral
in Madison history. A threetime JMU Defensive MVP, he
was also named the JMU Male
Athlete of the Year in 1985-86.
Haley graduated from JMU in
1987, and in 1999 the Athletic
Department named the Defensive MVP award afrer him.
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Haley became the first player in
JMU history to be selected in the
NFL Draft when the San Francisco
49ers picked him in the fourth
round in 1986. He immediately
made an impact with the team,
playing in 16 games as a rookie and
recording 12 sacks. He played 12
seasons in the NFL, seven with the
49ers in two different stints and
five with the Dallas Cowboys.
A five-time Pro-Bowler and
two-time First Team All-Pro selection, Haley finished his career
with 100.5 career sacks, including
a career-high 16 in 1990, the first
year he was honored as an All(Clockwise from top) A four-year letterwinner for
Pro. He was also a two-time NFC
the Dukes from 1982-85, Haley was twice named
an Associated Press All-American; Haley with his
Defensive Player of the Year and
former JMU coach, Challace McMillin, and teamplayed on 10 d ivision championmate Gary Clark; Haley was a part of five Super
ship squads.
Bowl-winning teams during his NFL career.
A native of Gladys, Virginia,
Haley was inducted into the JMU Hall of Fame in 1996, the
Haley capped off his Hall of Fame induction speech by statVirginia Sports Hall of Fame in 2006 and the College Football
ing, "When I stepped out on the field, I was determined to be
the best every play, not just some plays."
Q
Hall of Fame in 2011.

Ikenberry feels that JMU is
the perfect place to build a
winning program rooted in
the basics: pitching, defense
and competing for every out.

Ikenberry tapped to lead
new era of JMU baseball

W

ith a pedigree of
maximizing potential, molding young
men and finding
success on and off the field,
Marlin Ikenberry was welcomed
as James Madison's sixth head
baseball coach heading into

the 2015-16 season.
Director of Athletics Jeff
Bourne said Ikenberry proved
to be the perfect fit for taking the JMU program in a
new direction. "Marlin brings
a tremendous philosophy and
set of experiences that mesh

well with our vision for being
the NCAA model for the student-athlete experience."
Ikenberry comes to JMU
from Virginia Military Institute, where he accumulated
282 wins in 12 years, more
than any coach in program
history. Despite recruiting
challenges and a limited
number of scholarships,
Ikenberry built the VMI program, which had struggled
for decades, into a perennial
competitor and sent over
30 players into professional
baseball. Prior to his head
coaching job at VMI, Ikenberry spent one year as an
assistant in Lexington and
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three years as part of the
staff at William and Mary.
Ikenberry began his collegiate baseball career as a
four-year starting catcher
for the Keydets. While playing, he developed a reputation for his excellent defensive skills and his handling of
the pitching staff.
Now, with an established
recruiting network, an infectious personality and a story
for any occasion, Ikenberry
feels that JMU is the perfect
place to build a winning program rooted in the basics:
pitching, defense and competing for every out.
"This is a place where you
can really grow and win and
do it the right way in the
Valley, with the community
offering its support," lkenberrry said. "Everything is in
place for us to succeed." Q
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